Opportunistic cytomegalovirus infection in a patient receiving temozolomide for treatment of malignant glioma.
Treatment of malignant gliomas has changed substantially over the last few years. An oral alkylating agent, temozolomide, has become the standard agent for glioma management. Although it is generally well tolerated, it can cause lymphopenia and may lead to opportunistic infections. We report on a patient with malignant glioma who developed opportunistic cytomegalovirus (CMV) pneumonia following the termination of temozolomide therapy. The patient was admitted with acute dyspnea, fever and hypoxia, and she was diagnosed with CMV pneumonitis using a PCR-based CMV-DNA analysis. After treatment with ganciclovir, she recovered dramatically. To our knowledge, although there have been reported cases of Pneumocystis carinii infection associated with temozolomide therapy, there has only been one other case of CMV infection. We also review this report.